
THIN FLATS
145-57 Laurel St.
Northern Liberties, Philadelphia
2008

Developer: Onion Flats
Architect: Plumbob Llc.
Builder : JIG Inc.

First LEED-H Platinum Duplexes in the Country.

This project explores the latent potential hidden within 
the vertical rhythm and regularity of the Philadelphia 
row home. Thin faces fronting both Laurel and Pollard 
Streets mask and blur conventional lines of demarcation 
between neighboring dwellings. In the process a degree 
of density yet expansiveness uncommon to the thin 
space of the single-family row home emerges. 
9 dwellings

2008 Emerging Voices Award: 
Architectural League of NY
Onion Flats chosen as one of eight firms in the US 
beginning to achieve prominence in the profession.

2009 Philadelphia Sustainability Award
Thin Flats chosen by the Pennsylvania Environmental 
Council as a leader in the sustainable future of 
Philadelphia.

Residential Architect Design Awards 2009
single-family production / attached 
Merit Award : THIN FLATS

2009 Penn Future Green Building Leader Award
Onion Flats chosen as a leader in building Penn-
sylvania’s renewable energy future.

2009 AIA Honor Award
Philadelphia Chapter of the AIA
THIN FLATS

Syracuse University School of Architecture
From the Ground Up: Innovative Green Homes
FIRST PRIZE WINNER

Urban Land Intitute
THIN FLATS 
2010 Awards for Excellence: THE AMERICAS

Urban Land Intitute
THIN FLATS 
2010 Awards for Excellence: GLOBAL 

Chicago Athenaeum Museum of Architecture and Design
THIN FLATS 
2011 Good Green Design Award

2008 Kent State University’s Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative
Fairfax Inter-Generational 
Sustainable Housing for Grandparents Living with Grandchildren

2ND PRIZE WINNER
Onion Flats, Philadelphia, PA

THIN FLATS

The construction of three winning designs from ARO+DVB, Cook+Fox 
and Onion Flats provide a new vision for the neighborhood which can 
be embraced by existing residents.

The Global Awards for Excellence identify the five projects 
in the Americas each year that represent workable, livable, 
ans sustainable models for future development.

The Global Awards for Excellence identify the five projects 
worldwide each year that represent workable, livable, ans 
sustainable models for future development.

Good Green Design’s goal is a to bestow international rec-
ognition on those outstanding projects that have forwarded 
exceptional thinking and creativity for a healthier universe.

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection
$700,000 Grant through the Growing Greener II Bond 
Initiative to be used for the 260KW
photovoltaic panel system on Stable Flats
December  2007

Penn State Univ. School of Arts & Architecture
Alumni Award:
Timothy E.G. McDonald

Philadelphia Water Department
Award of Excellence for Creative Storm Water Manage-
ment Practices, recognizing Rag Flats
June 2005
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Clockwise from bottom left: thin facade concept sketches. middle: plans of typical thin flats row; above: 
photo of south facade in context with the surrounding neighborhood. bottom right: elevation ‘mask’ 
study model expressing the linearity and layering of the facade.  Opposite page Bottom; Photo of 
south facade.  above:  Project site plan.



A

A

B

B

VOID: SURFACE: VEIL
The façade of  Thin Flats is at once a surface and a void, blurring the limits 
of the units within.  The façade of the lower units is pushed back from the 
sidewalk to accommodate circulation, flood a ‘basement’ space with light, 
aid in solar shading and create a veil from public view.  Balconies on upper 
floors recess from behind the surface of the veil to create opportunities for 
civic engagement within the thin space of the façade. 

FACADE MASK



This Page: Left; Detail photo of projected 
balconies. Right;  North Facade. Opposite 
Page: Upper Left; Exploded axonometric 
diagram of south facing street facade. 
Lower Left; Photo of street facade before 
installation of cladding. Lower Right; 
Photo collage study of final cladding 
composition.



This page: Bottom Left; Birds eye view of the living rooftop.  
Bottom Right;  View of skylight  & green roof at night.  
Upper Right; View of green roof.  Opposite Page; Clockwise 
from Bottom Left: Light filters down to the lower level of 
the unit  through the glass floor above. Upper Left: Detail 
of glass & steel stair and bridge guardrail.  Right: Glass, steel, 
and wood stairs floating in the space.





Opposite page: Bottom: Sectional 
study of Unit layouts. Top Left: View 
of Kitchen. Top Middle; View of dining 
area. Top Right: View of Living Area  
This page Left: View of upper unit 
Master Bath with clerestory. Right; 
View of glass bridge, skylight, and stair 
up to green roof.  






